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From 1988 the Nelson Marlborough Sec­
tion has been active following an 18-
month recess. 

At the 1988 AGM, Dr Wink Sutton, 
Tasman Forestry Ltd, delivered a provo­
cative address on 'Future Prospects for 
NZ Solid Wood Industries'. 

A particularly well-supported meeting 
was that held in the Trout Hotel at Can­

vastown when, following dinner, Glenn 
Murphy from FRI, Rotorua, gave an 
address on 'Logging Techniques in the 
Pacific Northwest and Possible Applica­
tions in Nelson/Marlborough'. 

The field visit to inspect the plantation 
stands on Molesworth Station at Tarn­
dale was probably the highlight of 1988. 
Combining with the Canterbury Section 
and the National Council of the Institute 
ensured that the topic, 'The Potential of 
Forestry in the South Island High 

Country', was keenly debated. 
Advantage was taken of the occasion 

in early November to meet with forestry 
personnel from other parts of the 
country, when two FRI/Industry co-ope­
ratives held meetings simultaneously in 
Nelson. Ian Hunter and Chris Goulding 
from FRI, Rotorua, spoke on the follow­
ing respective topics: 'Changes in P. 
radiata Site Index Relationships in 
Response to Climatic Change', and 
'Trends in Logging Technology in Scan­
dinavia'. 
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having a wide range of professional skills. Specialist Forest Consultants are rec-
ognised to practise in the areas specified. Reviews of recognition are undertaken at no greater than five-yearly intervals. 1 
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T' NEW INFORMATION 

International Radiata Handbook 
project boosted by ANZAC Fellowship 

We continued with the double feature 
format at our next meeting where Erie 
Robinson and Jake de Boer from Tim­
berlands (Nelson) shared some observa­
tions from recent overseas visits. Erie 
spoke on 'Marketing Logs in China', 
while Jake discussed the current wood 
harvesting scene in Canada. 

In early 1990 there was a combined 
evening meeting with the participants in 
the International Workshop on the 
Impact of Intensive Harvesting on 
Forest Site Productivity. Following a 
banquet at the Nelson Quality Inn, two 
excellent illustrated addresses were 
given by Professor Folke Anderson from 
Sweden and Professor Hamish Kimmins 
from British Columbia. 

Don Cooper 

At the 1990 AGM, Dr Dennis 
Richardson gave a unique account of his 
impressions of forestry in China after 
having recently retraced an earlier 
journey through that country some 25 
years ago. 

A recently-announced ANZAC Fel­
lowship award has given impetus to the 
long-term plans for a comprehensive col­
lation of information from around the 
world on growing radiata pine. 

Following the project's initial concep­
tion some years back, early planning for 
the International Radiata Handbook has 
been co-ordinated at the School of Fore­
stry, University of Canterbury, and the 
Project Team is now pleased to 
announce a successful birth following 
the prolonged gestation. 

The International Radiata Handbook 
is designed to be a reference tool for field 
foresters, private plantation growers, 
and in fact anyone associated with the 
silviculture and utilisation of this very 
versatile species. Commercial plantation 
forestry is basically about the cost-effec­
tive provision of industrial feedstock, 
and consequently while this Handbook 
is about optimum silviculture for 
radiata, its focus is on growing for end-
product requirements. 

The Handbook will draw from the 
experience and research of growers of 
this species around the world, in parti­
cular the successful experiences in the 
temperate, Mediterranean-type cli­
mates and maritime environments in 
Chile, New Zealand, Australia, north­
ern Spain, southern Africa, and Argen­
tina. It will also endeavour to draw 
useful lessons from more restricted suc­
cess or lack of it elsewhere in continental 
temperate climates and in sub-tropical 
environments. 

Over 45% of the total world resource 
is now in Spanish-speaking countries. 

In September, we were privileged to 
share an evening with some ofthe Com­
monwealth Forestry Conference del­
egates who were on a post-conference 
tour of part of the South Island. Speak­
ers included Gwyn Francis (Director 
General, UK Forestry Commission) and 
Ralph Roberts (Director, Forestry Divi­
sion, Canadian International Develop­
ment Agency). 

The only disappointment has been the 
cancellation of a weekend field trip to 
Golden Bay prior to Christmas due to a 
lack of participants. However, we are 
preparing for another active year and 
look forward to the continued support of 
members. 

P.G.C. Hay 
Chairperson 

The International Radiata Handbook is 
intended for global application, and 
while compilation will be in the English 
language, proposals are being developed 
for a Spanish language edition and col­
leagues at Universidad Austral de Chile 
in Valdivia will be participating directly 
as Project Team members. 

New Zealand Government support -
by way of an ANZAC Fellowship 
awarded to an Australian forester, Peter 
Lavery - has enabled the project to pro­
ceed in earnest. Peter has now trans­
ferred from the position of Senior 
Planner (Plantations) with the State 
forests service in Victoria to a position of 
Visiting Fellow at the University of Can­
terbury for a 12-month term to com­
mence work as a Project Team member 
with Don Mead and the Chilean collea­
gues. 

As well as the Chilean connection, 
and Mr Lavery's Department in Vic­
toria, the Institute of Foresters of Aus­
tralia has also volunteered support to 
this international project. 

The early stages of the project will 
involve establishing contact networks in 
Chile, New Zealand, Australia, Spain 
and elsewhere. Guidance on the scope 
and focus of the Handbook will be 
sought from the major radiata growers, 
professional onganisations, research 
institutes, and industry groups. 

After this initial process, more 
indepth liaison with relevant organisa­
tions and individual specialists around 
the radiata world will proceed, to ensure 
that information collated represents 
state of the art and does justice to the 
contributing sources. 

"Plantation Silviculture" by Kenneth R. 
Shepherd, Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 
1986. Xiii +322 pages 1BSN 90-247-
3379-0 $US69. 

This is the third entirely new English 
language text on plantation silviculture 
that has appeared in recent years. The 
other two - Evans' "Plantation Forestry 
in the Tropics" (1982) and Saville and 
Evans' "Plantation Silviculture in the 
Temperate Regions with special refe­
rence to the British Isles" (1986) have 
not concentrated on southern hemi­
sphere experience to the same extent. 
Nor has the extensively revised 8th edi­
tion of "The Practice of Silviculture" by 
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