


assembled by freelance writer Brian
Mackrell at the instigation of Director
General Alan Familton during the
Forest Service’s final year. This material
has been revised and supplemented by
former Forest Service staff John Halkett
and Peter Berg. They have also written
an historical outline of the natural and
social heritage which the Forest Service
has bequeathed the nation.

The text is complemented by more
than 100 black and white photographs
which portray the people, places and
activities of the Forest Service.

This book is not intended to be a
formal history, but rather an attempt to
show the human face and range of activi-
ties performed by the Forest Service.

“Tree People” will be a limited edition
publication and will be sold largely by
way of a discounted pre-publication
offer.

John Halkett and Peter Berg sorting out ph-olograplis for “Tree People”.

~ Paulownia - its potential role

Tony Firth

China is the home of Paulownia.
Many of its people live a rather drab exi-
stence through economic necessity but
they do enjoy a good festive occasion
and love colour. A common saying
amongst the people, who are largely
restricted to one child per family, is that
if you are unfortunate and are blessed
with a daughter rather than a son, plant
a Paulownia tree. This single tree will
eventually pay for a good wedding with
trimmings and provide a dowry as well.
Meanwhile it will provide colour with its
beautiful flowers, nectar for the bee-
hives and food for the animals to eat.
That of course is in China, with its

distinct continental climate with cold dry
winters and hot wet summers, making it
ideal for a deciduous species. Under
these conditions, Paulownia fits well
into the “Forest Net” shelter system and
“Four Side” (open grown) agroforestry
pattern or for city avenue, canal bank or
boundary plantings so common in
China. Professor Zhu Zhaohua, Pau-
lownia Project Leader, China Academy
of Forestry, Beijing, sees a rapidly
increasing usec of the genus for the area
to the south east of a line between Bei-
jing and Tibet, at altitudes from 500 m to
2000 m. It has high tolerance to cold
winter conditions whilst in its dormant

Professor Zhu Zhaohua with nine-year Paulownia elongata in Beijing.

in NZ agroforestry

leafless state and can reputedly with-
stand — 10°C to —20°C frosts, dependent
on species, of which nine are currently
recognised.

Paulownia timber of a quality accept-
able to the Japanese market is very
valuable. In Hunan Province we were
shown a small log 4 metres long with-
mid-length diameter of 25 cm. This, we
were told, was worth 600 Yuan or equal
to a scientists’s salary for two months
and this from a 12-year-old tree. Site fer-
tility, as seen, was never particularly
good — yet 16-year-old trees had diame-
ters approaching 40 cm. Wood density of
Paulownia species is low, ranging
between 250 kg/m® and 300 kg/m”®. It sea-
sons well, is highly stable, peels well and
produces an excellent finish with alsilky
feel. Utilisation appears extremely
broad, ranging from construction to
musical instruments, but with strength
restrictions due to its low density.

The preferred method of growing this
genus to timber size is to concentrate on
producing a 4-6 m butt login the nursery,
where plants are set at roughly Ilmx 1 m
spacing, regularly watered and ferti-
lised, with the aim to produce a 4-6 m
pole without branches. These are root
pruned and dug out just prior to leaf fall
for outplanting at wide spacing, ranging
from 50 to 200 stems per hectare, depen-
dent on land utilisation type. Trees
planted in this fashion apparently do not
suffer mortality or stability problems but
lifting and planting must be time-consu-
ming. This method, however, ensures a
butt log free of knots from the time of
planting.
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