


or whatever - PROVIDED it was com-
patible with other constraints on land
use such as water and soil control. In
other words, provided it met the envi-
ronmental law constraints, such as they
were at the time, then the decision on
land use as it relates to forestry or agri-
culture should be purely at the discretion
of the landowner and his/her perception
of the relative merits of the alternatives.
The trouble was that local authorities
thought they knew best about land use
and what was good for the individual and
the district. But their decisions often did
not stack up against their objectives as
stated in their district schemes,

Having argued for freedom of the
individual to decide whether or not he or
she should plant trees on his or her farm,
I could hardly condone a policy that
would force future forest owners to

economic consequences of that decision.
The only justifications for such a condi-
tion would be:

1. If the NZ Forest Service had always
been right in its choice of land for forest
development. I can assure you that it
wasn’t, because it was hamstrung with so
many conflicting constraints that it was
seldom able to optimise in terms of loca-
tion and site.

2. If there is some overriding reason
that the forest estate of New Zealand
should not fall below some absolute
minimum, such as the current area of the
Crown’s forest assets. I doubt if this
argument can be sustained because:

(a) there is no evidence to suggest
that private forests will not continue to
exist (and, indeed, expand) in the
future;

(b) the Government has no definite
policy on how much exotic forest the

country needs for strategic or other rea-
sons. Perhaps it should have such a
policy (or strategy) but I am not aware of
the existence of one.

So, I maintain that the new owners of
the Crown’s forest assets should have no
more encumbrance on their use of the
land than would any other landowner if
they had planted it for themselves. Even
the Forest Service had areas that they
had no intention of replanting after log-
ging, the original planting having taken
place in a different era when either land
available for planting was scarce (for
whatever reason) or where labour for
planting was cheap — e.g. the use of the
unemployed, or prison labour.

Perhaps members with other views
might care to respond?

Dennys Guild
Invercargill

replant after logging regardless of the
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