


® The real problem facing New Zealand
is the 100 million possums which are pla-
cing forests under a real threat.

® The other problem is New Zealand
has only 3.2 million people to generate
the wealth to overcome the possum and
other problems.

® We have probably destroyed about 10
million hectares of native forest.

® There is a myopic reliance on one spe-
cies.

® Plantations have saved an enormous
amount of native wood and they are a

fantastic resource.

® The only grumble about plantations is
that they do not provide good habitat for
biota.

e We should be generating technology
for native forest plantations, and it’s
nonsense to suggest that we cannot
achieve this. Maclntosh Ellis had not
worked out the technology for exotic
plantations in 1920, but was the initiator
of their success.

e Conservationists must allow native
plantations to be harvested.

e Native plantations would help get
back the natural balance of ecosystems.
® The dodgiest economy in the world is
that of Japan because it relies totally on
international trade. Japan would start to
starve in three days if trade stopped,
whereas New Zealand would survive.

The conclusion was that trees are
needed to put the world back in working
order. David Bellamy believes that each
country should be aiming for 35% of its
land area to be covered by native trees.

THE NEW ZEALAND TREE MANIFESTO
June 3, 1990

WHEREAS Conservation of the land, fertile soil and a healthy ecology should be recognised as paramount con-
siderations in all tree programmes;

AND WHEREAS the depletion of New Zealand’s indigenous forests within the past century has been excessive and has
not been replaced by regeneration or plantation forests;

AND WHEREAS the domestic and international need for wood as the most environmentally benign and efficient
source of raw material and energy is increasing and will continue to increase;

AND WHEREAS the spiritual, aesthetic and cultural values of trees call for acknowledgement in all policy framing

'THEREFORE BE IT KNOWN
that we the Tree Conference assembled at Auckland this third day of June 1990 do resolve and
declare:

(1) that all our remaining indigenous forests be preserved and protected as the heritage of New Zea-
land’s ancient diverse and unique environment and that increasing the stock of native forest is best
done by protecting regenerating seed beds such as in fernland and scrubland;

2) that all indigenous trees be given the maximum possible protection, nationally and locally, other
than where planted and managed for harvesting purposes;

(3) that the export of indigenous wood as sawn timber, saw log, or chip, be discontinued;

(4) that New Zealand’s landscape diversity with potential for recreation and tourism should be recog-
nised in our tree policies;

(5) that encouragement of the forest-growing industry through research and planning, using all available
fiscal means, be national policy;

(6) that planting and maintenance of our plantation forest resource should receive high priority from the
public sector;

(7) that in the interests of soil and land protection, replanting on East Cape and other degraded and ero-
dable areas must receive high priority in national finance and regional employment;

(8) that encouragement should be given to innovative indigenous and exotic forestry for species diversi-
fication;

(9) that the utilisation of indigenous wood should be from trees specifically planted and cultivated, not
from intrusion into public heritage forests;

(10) that potential could exist for management of private indigenous forests subject to strict conservation
criteria;

(11) that the immense potential for employment in all aspects of forestry, wood technology and mar-
keting should be recognised and expressed in New Zealand’s tree policies;

(12) agroforestry should be encouraged as a normal use of agricultural land with the benefit of present
and ongoing research;

(13) that basic research and development in conservation and production forestry must be adequately
funded;

(14) that local processing, added value, and the stimulation of traditional crafts should be encouraged in
all utilisation of New Zealand forest resources;

(15) that local government authorities should observe professional standards of arboricultural practice on
all publicly-owned trees and should adopt appropriate blanket protection, including environmental
impact requirements;

(16) that special fiscal incentives and rating concessions be used to encourage covenanting of trees on pri-
vate land;

(17) that protection of forests from invasive animals, plants and pathogens calls for urgent eradication
and control programmes;

(18) in light of the foregoing, an overall campaign should be developed and adequately funded immedia-
tely to educate all New Zealanders in the importance of trees.
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