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* An editor that you can use to create and run your
models;

* An interpreter that runs the model and produces
output in the form of graphs and report files.

To build a Woodstock model, users need to be able to
describe the landscape - that is the composition of the
forest and its dynamic elements - forest classes, yield
components, actions and transitions and outputs.

Rather than strong technical ability, building a model
requires a general knowledge of forestry and the lan-
guage of the science, since the Woodstock syntax used
to describe land attributes, actions and transitions, et
cetera, reflect underlying forestry principles and not soft-
ware terminology.

Both static and dynamic attributes can be defined at
the outset - employing the users own terms - and addi-
tional information added later as more information is
gleaned about the forest.

The next step is to define activities that take place on
the land, whether man-made interventions such as, fer-
tilization and planting, or naturally occurring activities
like insect infestation or fire. This enables users to try
different 'what-if' scenarios.

Because Woodstock also lets the user define what the
model outputs will be, whether a quantity such as har-
vest volume, or an economic value such as costs or rev-
enues, the models can be customized to tell the users
exactly what they want to know, instead of providing
only a very limited set outputs.

Choice of model formulations

Woodstock's flexibility extends beyond initial model
formulation to model runs as well. Users can solve
models using optimization, simulation and random simu-
lation methods, so that a planning problem can be ex-
amined from different points of view and an optimal
solution derived.

And because the forest dynamics syntax is the same
for all formulations, it is seamless to convert from one
formulation to another within the same model. Outputs
defined in the model can easily be displayed using text
reports, runtime colour graphs and spreadsheets.

Moving from strategic to spatial
When it is time to move to on-the-ground, spatial har-
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vest scheduling, models developed using Woodstock
can easily be put into action using Stanley, Remsoft's
spatial harvest scheduling software.

Stanley uses the list of optimal harvest treatments
generated by Woodstock to lay out a sustainable, blocked
harvest schedule.

And once a plan is complete, Stanley can be used to
visually display what a forest will look like in the fu-
ture, complete with stand types, age class distribution
and treatment status overtime.

Contact Details
Woodstock can be ordered via telephone at
+1 506 450-1511; or by email at

woodstock @remsoft.com; URL: www.remsoft.com
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