


Markets showing winter weakness

Rotorua timber exporters are report-
ing business has dropped 45 per cent,
the worst in 47 years. The local news-
paper, Rotorua Review, reports that
a hard winter has been predicted for
sawmillers and owners of processing
plants.

In Rotorua, timber sales to Australia
had dropped substantially. The Re-
view reported staff at some yards in
the city had been laid off as the com-
panies braced for another winter of
discontent. Jack Butterworth, a re-
tired CEO of Fletcher Challenge’s
Lumber Division, is quoted as saying
the downturn is the most severe he
had experienced in 47 years in the
business.

The downturn was in wholesaling
and in lumber exporting and there was
a downturn locally. The big impact
was the drop off in Australia and cer-
tainly in Asia. Export orders dropped
back 45 per cent and although it had
started to pick up, the winter was
expected to be very difficult for win-
ter.

Meanwhile, the NZ Pine Manufac-
turers Association reports that First-
home buyers sent inquiries soaring at
housing estates across the country
recently, leading builders to predict a
doubling in sales.

Armed with the Federal
Government’s $14,000 rebate on new
homes, announced on Friday 9 March,
buyers were lined up at major display
villages and housing estates.

A director of Devin Ltd, Mr Ken
Woodley, said that there had been a
ten-fold increase in enquiries in the
weekend following the
announcement.

Unasylva on CD-ROM

The entire collection of Unasylva,
the forestry and forest poroducts jour-
nal of the United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organisation, from 1947
to 2000 is now available on CD-ROM.

Unasylva provides informative
analysis on all aspects of forestry in-
cluding policy and planning, conser-
vation and management and forest-
based plants.and animals, rural socio-
economic development, species im-
provement, industrial development
and international trade.

It also considers environmental is-
sues, including the role of forests and

trees in maintaining a sustainable
base for agricultural production at
the micro and macro levels as well
as the effects of environmental
change on forestry.

As a whole, the Unasylva collec-

tion presents not only the evolution
of FAO's Forestry Programme but
also the evolution of international
forestry practices,principles and is-
sues. For more information, go to:
forestry-information@fao.org

Indicative MAF Log Prices

The following log prices are reported by the Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry for the March Quarter 2001.

MAF notes: Returns to small growers may be lower than those recorded here
owing to scale and buyers’ margins. These log prices are historical and indivative
only, and may not correspond to actual prices paid, or grades used, in market
transactions. The prices are subject to changes when further data becomes
available. The sources for this information are Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry industry contacts.

MARCH QUARTER

As at: April 2001
Generic Log Tvpe & March 2001 April 2001
Pricing Point Quarter 12-Quarter Median
EXPORT (NZ$ per JAS m® f.0.b.)
Pruned 189-220 206
Unpruned A Grade 117-133 115
Unpruned ] Grade 89-105 89
Unpruned K Grade 70-97 83
Pul 62-79 58
DOMESTIC (NZ$ per tonne delivered at mill)
P1 151-175 165
P2 103-165 135
S1 90-107 98
S2 80-102 88
L1 and L2 54-85 70
S3 and L3 57-69 62
Pulp 35-63 38

Indicative New Zealand Radiata Pine Log Prices by Quarter

Jun 2000 Sept 2000 Dec 2000

Quarter  Quarler Quarter

Nar 2001
Quarter

Gene

‘ic Log Tvpe %
Pricing Poiut

EXPORT (NZ$ per JAS m®f.0.b.)

Pruned 190-219 190-229 192-237 189-220
Unpruned A Grade 106-130 109-142 122-141 117-133
Unpruned ] Grade 94-106  94-117 89-122 89-105
Unpruned K Grade 84-106  72-105 65-105  70-97
Pulp 62-65 60-68 62-80 62-79
DOMESTIC (NZ$ per tonne delivered at mill)

P1 150-175 155-190 150-175 151-175
P2 107-150 111-170 105-160 103-165
S1 95-119 95-109 100-111  90-107
S2 80-107  80-107 83-103 80-102
L1 and L2 54-85 60-92 58-85 54-85
S3 and L3 56-71 56-86 52-65 57-69
Pulp 32-44 32-45 34-63 35-63
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