


slow, unless it receives human assistance. The
risk of human assistance (either deliberate or
more likely inadvertent) is always present, so the
sooner control and eradication is achieved the
better.

Dutch Elm Disease

This very significant pest was first found in
Auckland in 1989. Since then there has been on-
going work to eradicate it. The trees in Auckland
were resurveyed in 2000/01 and eight infected
trees were found, one of which was new. These
were the first infected trees found since 1995/96.
Survey work is continuing in the current year,
and in addition an independent review of the re-
sponse and outcomes is to be carried out.

While we cannot say the pest is eradicated, the

hairy back.
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INCREASING YOUR

work done over the past decade has produced an
excellent result for New Zealand when the mag-
nitude of the threat is understood as shown in
the graph. There is an ongoing commitment to
eradicating this pest of our urban forests. As a
footnote, a second outbreak of the pest in Napier
appears to have been successfully eradicated.

Uraba Gum Leaf Skeletoniser

This small pest was first found on Eucalyptus
trees at Mt Maunganui. A recent survey of the
area has found neither life stages of the insect
nor any feeding damage. The last finds were in
2000 and there is now hope that the pest has been
eliminated.

The next survey is due in January 2002 and
work is continuing on the development of a
pheromone for use in trapping.

A second outbreak of the pest was recently found
in Auckland in conjunction with the PAM surveys.
At this stage it appears that the outbreak was re-
stricted to four trees and is now under control.

Several other insect finds have also been re-
ported that affect a number of species. Work is
continuing on the control of these. While the
number of pests entering the country is a cause
for concern it is pleasing from a forester’s view-
point is that there is a commitment to eradica-
tion of many of them to ensure the ongoing integ-
rity of all our forest and tree assets.

Don't sell your forest

in the dark.

If you've got mature plantation trees
make sure you're getting the best prices.
Marketing your forest to a range of
buyers will return on average 15%*

more than selling to just one buyer.
Don't sell your trees without

consulting “‘woodmetrics ...
It’s not worth the risk.

For further information,
please call us at:

0800 96 63 63

A Carter Holt Harvey Business

“woodmetrics

(* Based on independent research)

RETURNS AND REDUCING YOUR RISKS !
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