


and manhandled to the site — took wﬂm

some contemplating.

The second day was a
comparatively easy rise up the Hump
Ridge.

We had been given instructions on &%
how to find the beginning of the new
track which branched off the Waitutu
Track. The initial 500m was not cut
or marked well. This, to deter users
until the entire track is ready. It was
substantially unformed but mostly
cut through second growth forest. We
had the pleasure of making our way
through a wonderful variety of forest
types as the altitude increased — from
70 - 80 year old cut-over to virgin
beech and rimu stands before the

On the 'Hump’, enjoying the view of Te Waewae Bay. [Garth
Cumberland]

goblin-like environment of the higher
altitude forest just below the bush-line.

Occasional natural limestone escarpments
were climbed and afforded views in all
directions. There were the easy contours of the
Waitutu Forest to the west, the bleak seas of
the southern ocean and the more homely vista
east across to Blue Cliffs and Te Wae Wae Bay.

As the sub-alpine grasslands took over timber
walkways under construction indicated that
had we left our tramp a year we might have
found it easier going. However we were
privileged to precede the tourist hordes into
this wilderness.

The team slept on the floor of a ‘Portacom’
which had been helicoptered in to shelter
workers construct the adjacent timber
walkways and a new Hump Hut. It being a
holiday =~ weekend the  temporary
accommodation was free for our use.

A kea skating on the roof next morning
announced a good frost and, over Southland to
the east, a ground level fog hiding the province
from view.

The last day tramping out was downhill
although less of the track had been cut and
cleared. Accordingly we were waist deep in
ladder fern — watching for track marker ribbons
at eye height hanging in the trees and quite
unable to concentrate on or see logs lying below
the fern canopy. Crunch! However, the gradient
was pretty gentle on aging knees so what’s a
little adversity.

As far as the ‘study’ was concerned - it
proved possible to verify that the regeneration
of native bush - following harvest in the 1920s
— is in very good heart.

The contrast in vegetation types was quite
outstanding. There cannot be many parts of

New Zealand where the bush line and sub alpine
grasslands are within one days tramp of the coast.
In other words there is, on the Hump Track, the
opportunity to walk from coastal vegetation to sub
alpine grassland over a mere twenty tramping
kilometres and 1000 vertical metres of gentle
gradient.
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